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Many ol‘ our ethnotoxieolojbcal observations made 

( Jf 

amongst Indians of the northwest Amazon indicate in- 



foresting uses of plants the genera of w 
been ebemieallv investigated. The seven 



ave never 



species 


dis¬ 


cussed below fall verv delinitelv into this categorv and 

would setan to represent areas profitable for phytochemi- 


C 


al 


enquiry. 


'These notes are a continuation of investigations into 

r» 

poisonous plants of the New World tropics which I have 
been earning out since lull and which is current I v being 


supported by a grant from the National Institutes ol 


Health (No. LM-CM00071-01 ). 

'The voucher specimens cited are preserved in the (iray 
Herbarium, the Arnold Arboretum and the Lconomie 
I lerbarium of (Jakes .Vmes of Ilarvard l niversit \' or in 


the II erbario Naeional Colombiano. Tlu 



st rat ions 


were prepared by Mr. Josua H. Clark and the late Mr. 
.1 ohn St an well- Fletcher. 

A rack a 1 : 

No chemical studies appear to have been carried out 
on the norms l^rosnathu. 'The juice from the rhizome' of 


a Hrazilian species— Urospatha caudata Schott 


is use 


(1 


medicinally in the treatment of skin troubles (Ceckholt, 


f I ^ 


1 


• • 


Charm. Kundshau 10 (189*2) *27d, 11 (180.*}) 870). 


Urospatha sagittaefolia Schott Amid. (18.>:>) l. 

(olomhia: (/omisaria del Amazonas, Rio Amazonas, Leticia and 
vicinity. "In swamp. Spathe green externally, white-green within. 
Stem mottled brown-green. Height t> feet.*' August xJO-September 
LJ, ltUitJ. /i. E. Schultes , I\.F. luijluuf'et I). Soejarto 


A field spot test with modified 1 )ragendorl reagent in¬ 
dicated that Urospatha sagittal'folia is alkaloid-positive. 


Urospatha somnolenta A*. K. Schultes in Hot. 

Mus. Lead. Harvard Univ. 18(10.78) 1*28. 

( oi.omiua : ( omisaria del \ auprs, Rio kuduvari, Cachivera de Ita- 
pinema. August l i, lPtiO. lu /;. Schultes JJoA'/L 



s is the second collection releral)le to l T rospathd 
sonuiolcntu. Like the plant from the type locality. 
Schultes J grew alongside a quartzitic rapids in 

swampy holes in the rock. 'The locality of this second 
collection belongs geologically to the same formation as 

• r 1 % 

the type locality. 

The Kobe 'o Indians at Yapoboda consider the* root of 
I'rosputhu somnolenta to be toxic if ingested, yet the 
ashes of the entire plant are employed medicinally in tlu* 
form of a poultice on ulcers and infected cuts. 'The Kubeo 
name of the plant is o-me'-na. 


M yksinacka k 


Conomorpha citrifolia Me:, in Knglcr l’dan/enr. 

I Myrsin. (190*2) 2.7(>. 

Colomhia : ( omisaria del \ aupes, Rio Raraparami, Raudal Na-hoo- 
gaw-hc. v lowers whitish yellow. Small tree along hank. ** Septem¬ 
ber llhuJ. I\. K. Schultes <V /. (a hr era 1 7 "tHo. 






The I’uinave Indians, some of’ whom have migrated 


into the Apaporis basin, call thistreelet ifoom-dd-ka and 
rasp the bark into chicha to impart to it a rather peppery 
taste. It is recommended also as a febrifugal tea. 


A POCYN.U’KA K 

Ambelania Lopezii Woodson iw 11.11. Sehult. in 

Hot. Mus. Leafi. Harvard I’niv. 1.> (! 9.51 ) 7<>. 

Coi.omhia: Comisaria del Vaupes, Kic> (iuainia, below San Antonio, 
Cano del Loro. Mo/ongh. Flowers white, fragrant, Crowing at edge 
of water. " June IblS. ICE . Schultes et E. Ehpez HC-IJ .— Comisaria 
del Vaupes, Rio Kananari, Cachivera Falito. "Hush. Flowers fragrant, 
white." July w 2o, 1S>31. H.E. Schultes et /. (ahrera /-> / 7 -7. — Rio Apa¬ 
poris, Randal Vayacopi (La Flava) and vicinity. Small tree. Flow¬ 
ers white, very fragrant. Latex white." August IS, Ib.VJ. Schultes 


et Cahrera UlltiiS. — Rio Firapnrana, middle course. Four meters tall. 

Flowers white, fragrant." September 1, 1R.VJ. Schultes et (ahrera 

I'll-}"). — Rio Firaparana, Cano Teemeena. Large bush, blowers 

white, fragrant. Latex white." SeptembertR IR.VJ. Schultes et ( ahrera 
17 > 1 . 7 

The Hai •asana Indians boil tlu* leaves of this bushv 

* 

treelet with the bark of 1)isli(icll<i raccnmsa am I Mar¬ 
ti nr It a obovutd to make one of their arrow poisons. 

Amomrst the related Makunas of the same area, who 
know this plant as zc//-x'a:c-rii'>->//C(' -/SK it is apparently not 
employed for this purpose but reputedly as a fish poison. 


Hignoniackak 


Distictella racemosa ( llur. Js A'. Sebum. i\e Mart. ) 

i fhdii in Fedde Uepert. 14 (11>1 <») .‘HO. 

(’nfoMitn : Comisaria del Amazonas, Rio Apaporis, Soratema (above 

mouth of Rio Kananari) and vicinitv. Alt. about !MH) feet. Liana. 

% 

blowers cream-white. Julv hi, IRol. I(. E. Schultes et /. Cahrera 


/./J/J. Same localitv. W oodv vine, blowers white. Rarasana name 

^ # 

= uiee-tsee-hon-hof/-ua . " Januarv Ib.VJ. I\.E. Schultes et /. Cahrera 

UfUDd, 

The bark of 1 )istictcUd rncemnsd is one of the iimredi- 
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Amhehmia Lopezii Woodson in a flooded caatinga near the conflu¬ 
ence of the Rios (iuainia and Negro, Colombia. 

Photograph : R. K. Sciiultks 
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ents of a type ot' curare prepared by the Barasana Indians 
living on the Rio Apaporis near the mouth of the Kan- 
anari. The other plants said to he used in this preparation 
are the leaves ot ./ mbelama Ijopez/i and the bark of 

Martinella obovata. The root of Distictclla race mom is 
reputedly very toxie. 


Martinella obovata (// liK.) Bureau ct K. Schu¬ 
mann L\V Martins FI. Bras. 8, pt. - (181>7) lbl. 

Colombia : Comisaria del Amazonas, Rio Apaporis, Soratanm (near 
mouth of Rio Kananari). January "JS, likVJ. /i. E. Schultes el L Cabrera 

14994. 

I he bark of Martinella obovata, together with the 

leaves otA7 mbdania Lopczti and the bark of Distictclla 

raccmosa, is utilized bv the lhirasana Indians in elaborat- 

in<r on arrow poison. An infusion of the bark is said to 

be a febrifuge but dangerous to use. 

* \ 
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Pi. a it. LXXXIII 



MARTINELLA obovata (HBK.) Bur. 8 K. Schum. 
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